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From the
president of the board
Years Dutch Association for Chemical logistics VNCW

T

his year, the VNCW, founded in
2008, is 10 years old. A joyous
occasion where we look back on
what we have accomplished, but also
look towards the future. Seeing how
we happily represent the interests of
our members and have plenty of plans,
we have faith in the future. Onward to
another 10 years.
In this edition of the Dutch Association
of Chemical Storage Companies we
explain the way we store chemicals in
the Netherlands and present a couple
of members of the association. These
companies show that the Netherlands is the gateway to Europe.
They also show that the
companies represented by the
VNCW can provide safe storage of chemicals and fulfill a
vital link in our society.
The Netherlands is Europe’s
second largest import destination for non-EU countries; especially petrochemical products and
specialty chemicals like paints and
other coatings enter the EU through
Rotterdam. The Netherlands imported

over €11 billion worth in chemicals from
the United States in 2015. The Dutch
government has qualified the chemical
industry as a priority sector as part of its
new economic policy. The majority of
European chemical and industrial clusters are within a 500 km radius and the
storage of chemicals is an important
part of the chemical chain. Providing
safe storage before a chemical product
goes to the end user or the next in the
chain is a vital role in society.
The storage of chemicals is a profession. The companies that fall under this
category are required to have a broad
knowledge of the facts. From external
risk, health and safety policy, training
courses for risk management, storage
and dangerous goods to fire-resistant
buildings and standards for firefighting
systems, flooring, ventilation, scaffolding and emergency lighting.
Together with my colleagues in the
board Mrs. Mieke van Ginkel-van Maren, Mr. Machiel Faeseler and Mr. Tom
Heesakkers we invite you to learn more
about safe storage of chemicals in the
Netherlands.

Mr. L.J.C.M. Govaert
President of the board

The VNCW is the Dutch association representing the interests of chemical storage companies within the Netherlands and
abroad. Founded in 2008, the association has experienced constant growth and it also expects to continue to grow in the
coming years.
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Leading in education and training
• ERO/AED•

•
• Evacuation
•

BHV/AED
Ontruiming
BHV in combinatie met blussystemen

• ERO in combination with extinguishing systems

Waarom ANSUL?
Why ANSUL?
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van goed onderhouden veiligheidsmiddelen is zeer belangrijk. De
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scenarios will prepare you for combating a total calamity, approached from different risks.
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BHV
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in extinguishing
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Why ERO training
in combination
system?

Veel
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safety installations that involvewaar
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and what a system can do, improves the safety and continuity of your organization. Why an extinguishing system safety scan? Streamlining your organizational matters with safety provisions such

Waarom veiligheidsscan blussystemen?

as anafstemmen
extinguishingvan
system,
fire alarm, ERO andzaken
such isop
of great
importance. We can help youzoals
with
Het
uw organisatorisch
de veiligheidsvoorzieningen
this by
means of this scan.
een
blussysteem,
brandmeld, BHV ed. is van groot belang. Doormiddel van deze
scan kunnen wij u daarbij helpen.

More Information: advice, installation and maintenance

Meer Informatie:

www.ansulsolutions.nl

advies, installatie en onderhoud

www.ansulsolutions.nl - Phone: 0320-24 08 64 - Email: solutions@ansul.nl
• Telefoon:
• E- mail:

0320 24 08 64
solutions@ansul.nl

Total unburdening in turnkey company accommodation
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Interview with our State secretary
Stientje van Veldhoven
1 - As state secretary, you have been responsible for,
among other things, safety and hazardous substances
since 26 October 2017. How did you familiarize yourself
with these two subjects?
“Fortunately, it was not entirely new to me. As a member
of the Committee on Infrastructure and the Environment, I
was already involved in these dossiers for years in the House
of Representatives. Even so, I must say that I came to appreciate the expertise and dedication of governments and
knowledge institutes regarding this topic even more as a
state secretary. I will continue to educate myself on this matter so that I can keep working on a cleaner, healthier and
safer country.
2 - What will be the focus of your policy regarding
these subjects?
“I find that we often in retrospect think that we could have
done things better. That is why I think it is important to look
at safety and healthy earlier. It is about avoiding risks in
the development of business processes and products that
way. Because for environmental risks, too, prevention is still
better than cure. Safe products and processes are a condition for creating a circular economy, which they call ‘safe by
design’ abroad. So, time to go back to the drawing board,
because this means there are critical choices about raw materials, basic techniques and applications to be made. I will
soon present proposals for the transition from remediation
and control to preventing risks and dangers. I feel that is the
path we need to take, in addition to my focus on good monitoring and enforcement, of course.”
3 - The VNCW, as the sector organization of chemical logistics, is an important chain partner. Where do you see
the role of the chain partner best come into its own?

“Of course, the sector organization is a very important discussion partner! You are the pivot in the sector with indispensable knowledge for identifying risks and utilizing opportunities. Let me give you an example. The companies
in the chain sometimes work with hazardous substances.
This involves risks, and so, there are rules in place for this.
But regardless of complying with these rules, shouldn’t we
be working on the permanent aim of preventing incidents?
And that doesn’t just apply to individual companies, but to
the entire chain. In my conversations with the sector, this aspects keeps coming back to the table.”
4 - As VNCW, we believe that we should be more proud
of the specialist work of the various chain partners. In
your opinion, how can the partners shape this more?
“You hit the nail on the head: of course you should be very
proud of that! You, as a sector organization - because the
chain cannot exist without logistics - but it also applies to all
partners. I would say: take your role and continue to innovate. And fortunately, I can see that this is happening!”

Stientje van Veldhoven

VNCW

SafetyNet Europe
Looking for a Dangerous Goods Safety Advisor (DGSA)?

Deutschland
www.adr-gefahrgutbeauftragter.de

Netherlands
www.veiligheidsadviseur-adr.nl

Belgium
www.adr-veiligheidsadviseur.be

Austria
www.adr-gefahrgutbeauftragter.at

Want to become our independent DGSA? Mail us at:

info@safetynet-europe.eu

Total Provider of Company Premises
Hercuton specializes in the integrated design and construction of sustainable
company premises using prefabricated concrete. We’re an innovative, full-service
organization that takes on full responsibility for the entire construction process.
Each building as a whole is fire-resistant without the need to install costly and
vulnerable fire-safety measures.

Total Customer Satisfaction

In-House Expertise

We take care of the entire construction process on
your behalf. In doing so, we aim to achieve maximum
customer satisfaction.

We can guarantee the quality of every building,
because we use our own in-house designers, engineers,
draughtsmen and excavation/assembly crews. Our
approach involves gathering the expertise and
experience from all parties involved as early as
possible in the construction process. This is the only
way to operate, especially on more complex projects.
Our buildings help you maintain your competitive
advantage in terms of sustainability, cost savings,
efficiency, maintenance, aesthetics and value retention.

We’ll advise you about site selection, we’ll draft a
design and plan the project, we’ll apply for building
permission, and we’ll construct and then fit out your
new premises to specification. In other words, we’ll
hand over a complete, new and ready-to-use building.
This is what we mean by ‘turnkey’.

Are you planning a construction project?
Please do not hesitate to contact us!
Hercuton b.v.
Touwslager 2, 5253 RK Nieuwkuijk
P.O. Box 67, 5250 AB Vlijmen
The Netherlands
Tel. +31 88 205 34 00
E-mail: info@hercuton.jajo.com
Website: www.hercuton.nl

Nijhof-Wassink
Transport & Warehousing
Chemical Bulk Products

YOUR AMBITION, OUR DRIVE

Nijhof-Wassink
Home
to
more
than
1,100
dedicated
employees,
Nijhof-Wassink is determined to be the most reliable
logistics partner to the chemical and animal feed industry.
With our extensive logistics know-how we are a solid player for both
transporting and warehousing dry and liquid bulk products.
We are always striving for the highest levels of performance.
From various European offices our logistics experts will
meet our customers’ ambitions every single day, delivering
promises with our state of the art equipment.This is our drive.
This is Nijhof-Wassink.

Warehousing
At our intermodal locations in Coevorden (Netherlands) and Kutno
(Poland) we have more than 70,000 m2 of warehousing and 42,000
m3 of silo storage capacity to store and handle ADR and non ADR
goods.

Our hubs are independent terminals with direct rail connections to main sea ports in Europe. They are the “one-stopshop” to our customers, organizing everything from pick-up
at the main European ports to the actual door delivery at
the end customer, providing all the relevant administration
and documentation. Our hub in Coevorden has a strategic
location for the North Eastern Netherlands and North and
Middle Germany. Our hub in Kutno has a strategic location for
Central and Eastern Europe.
In addition, bulk transporters can use the services of our high
quality tank cleaning stations at our terminals to prevent
product contamination. Our tank cleaning stations are
SQAS/EFTCO certified

3 PL LOGISTICS SERVICE PROVIDER NIJHOF-WASSINK

T

RANSPORT

CHEMICAL LOGISTICS
• DRY BULK TRANSPORT
Road transport of petrochemical products such as granulates
and powders
• LIQUID BULK TRANSPORT
Intermodal and road transport of liquid chemicals and specialties
(a.o. ADR-products and synthetic resin)
• FUEL DISTRIBUTION
Supplying gas stations and transport companies
FEED LOGISTICS
• ANIMAL FEED TRANSPORT
Road transport of animal feed, fertilizer and raw materials

W

AREHOUSING

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

IN COEVORDEN (NL)
Strategic location for the North Eastern Netherlands and
North and Middle Germany
IN KUTNO (PL)
Strategic location for Central and Eastern Europe
ADR and Non ADR goods
70,000 m2 of warehouse storage capacity
42,000 m3 of silo storage capacity
Special seperate dangerous goods warehouse (PGS 15)
Free and bonded warehousing
Bagging, de-bagging and rebulking facilities
Custom services and custom clearance
Modern warehouse management system
EFTCO tank cleaning station in PL and NL
with heating and cooling facilities
Direct rail connections from main European sea ports
to warehouses

More information?

www.nijhof-wassink.com

The Netherlands
Nijhof-Wassink
De Mars 18 - 7742 PE Coevorden
T: +31 524 597 350
E: coevorden@nijhof-wassink.com

Poland
Nijhof-Wassink Logistics Centre
Intermodalna 3 - 99-300 Kutno
T: + 48 24 35 70 030
E: kutno@nijhof-wassink.com

The founders from 10 years ago.
On September 11th 2008, the Nederlandse Chemische Warehousingbedrijven (VNCW), which would become the eventual branch association for chemical logistics, was founded

Thijs Rutten
On February 1st 2007, I became managing director of Te Winkel & Oomes BV, one of the bigger players in the Netherlands
in the field of storage and distribution of packaged hazardous substances. Storage of packaged hazardous substances
turned out to be a very specific area of expertise, a niche
where the providers did deal with the same challenges, but
hadn’t yet united their strengths/knowledge/voice into an
association of their own, unlike the manufacturers (VNCI)
and traders (VHCP) of chemical products. A number of these
storage companies were also members of the VHCP, yet it
was clear that the majority of the members, meaning the
traders, were dealing with completely different challenges
than the storage companies. To still give “our kind of companies” that stage and attention for “our challenges”, I decided,
together with Luciën Govaert and Floris Rhemrev (from Far-

in Arnhem. The association was founded by Thijs Rutten,
Floris Rhemrev and Luciën Govaert. Below, you will find an
interview with the founders: 10 years later.
musol), to found the VNWC.’ Immediately after founding the
association, I told Luciën Govaert, who was also working at Te
Winkel & Oomes at the time, that I wanted to completely devote myself to the VNCW, but that unlike Luciën, I would work
behind the scenes and therefore not in a management position. The reason for this was that 2 of the 3 founders worked at
the same company. We founded the VNCW for all companies,
who stored hazardous substances themselves, and I wanted
to prevent the impression that the VNWC was only founded as
a vehicle for Te Winkel & Oomes and Farmusol at any cost. Te
Winkel & Oomes (now renamed TWO Chemical Logistics) was
a part of the Emons Group until mid-2013. Around that time,
the management of Emons decided to sell TWO for strategic
reasons (after all, Emons was more of a transport company
than a storage company). The sale to Broekman finally took
place in July of 2013. As for myself, I stayed at Emons and became CEO of the remaining part of the group.
I still happily look back on the 6.5 years that I was allowed to
have ultimate responsibility at TWO. Especially with all the
commotion that happened after the disaster at Chemiepack.
Suddenly, many of our kind of companies were accused of
all kinds of violations, including us. And many of those accusations were unfounded. If anything, they were wrong.
Successfully convincing the authorities, the residents, environmental associations and last but surely not least the press
of our good intentions and the fact that as an expert, you
know what you’re doing and that safety is always the primary concern is something I’ve personally experienced as one
of the most beautiful periods of my 30 years of work experience. The VNCW played a crucial role during that period as a
spokesman for the storage companies.
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As mentioned before, after the sale of TWO, I was the only
employee that didn’t move with the company, but stayed
at Emons. There I became CEO of the remaining 4 divisions.
Unfortunately, there was a difference of opinion with the
owner about carrying out the established policies and we
eventually parted ways. After a short interim assignment, I
now work as managing director Benelux at a logistics provider that does transport a lot of packaged hazardous substances, but (unfortunately) doesn’t store them.

Laws and regulations and especially norms were regularly changed and this kept us busy without having any
answers readily available. Many companies in the branch
were on their own seeking answers. This eventually led
to Thijs, Floris and myself developing the idea to found
an association for chemical storage. And from the moment we founded it, it was a resounding success. With the
founding of the association, I was appointed Chairman,
which I’ve been for about 10 years now. A function that
required a lot from time to time, but I also gained a lot
from it through its many successes.
Hazardous substances have played a role in my life for
many years. Besides my function at Te Winkel & Oomes,
I already founded a company named SafetyNet Nederland. This company was and is mainly dedicated to WABO
environmental permits, ADR safety advice and PS15
storage. When this company and the association started
growing, I eventually quit my then part-time function at
TWO. Later, the consulting services from the consultancy
firm of VNWC Consultants were added to this as well.’

Luciën Govaert
As SHQE manager at Te Winkel & Oomes (TWO), I was
confronted daily with the problems chemical logistics
dealt with. Especially during that time, there were few
consultancy firms who knew what they were doing and
we weren’t really represented by a branch association.

He now manages to use the knowledge from his advice
and audits for his function of Chairman and director of the
association. Additionally, he’s a (board) member of several
commissions and foundations.
For example, he had a hand in writing on the PGS15,
PGS14 and PGS6 and he’s a board member of Stichting
Veiligheid Voorop (Safety First Foundation). He strictly
separates his functions as an advocate and advisor. Safety,
however, always comes first to him and it’s the message
he constantly preaches. Read more at page 14.

VNCW

ExPLORE OUR CAPAbILITIES & SOLUTIONS
Our customised solutions encompass the multifaceted
fields of value-add logistics, supply chain management
and route- to-market. Alongside our clients, we collaboratively design and deliver these – co-creating valuable,
competitive edge.

operations for clients’ chemical products. Our range of solutions

The breadth and depth of our competencies, resources and spe-

Extensive chemical logistics services

cialist skills in this challenging sector have earned Imperial Logis-

Our capabilities in chemical logistics span shipping and road

tics the reputation as the leading logistics partner for the chemi-

transportation management, warehousing and distribution

cals and energy industry. With more than 140 years of experience

management. Our unrivalled value-add logistics solutions

in the chemical industry, Imperial Logistics boasts an extensive

to the chemical and energy industries also include plan-

range of chemical logistics services that is unmatched by other lo-

ning and consulting, intermediate bulk container (IBC) and

gistics specialists. We can handle an entire chemical supply chain,

tank cleaning, onsite services, import and export logistics.

is complemented by value-add logistics solutions such as intermediate bulk container and tank cleaning operations at our own
facilities designed for this purpose. We maintain the highest standards in terms of quality, the environment, health and safety in our
chemical logistics activities.

from importing raw materials by different modes of transport,
including customs clearance, to warehousing concepts for dan-

Transparent and collaborative partnerships

gerous substances and distribution services, and even the export

We leverage the diverse and expansive expertise of the Imperial

Contact us at:
Imperial Chemical Logistics
Marijn Mos | Business Development
T: +31 10 4288 385 | M: +31 61 3688 859
E: marijn.mos@imperiallogistics.com
I: www.imperiallogistics.com

VALUE-Add LOgISTICS
Our capabilities evolve from the expert provision of point services
to the integrated management of transportation, warehousing
and delivery operations on behalf of our clients. When the outsource relationship is at the height of its maturity, we act as the
Lead Logistics Provider (LLP) – managing multiple supply chain
functions on clients’ behalf and considered core to their business.

SUPPLy CHAIN MANAgEMENT
In partnership with our clients, we integrate logistics functions
into their end-to-end supply chain in order to reduce their
time-to-market, improve their customer service and mitigate
their risk. As part of supply chain management solutions, focus
is placed on the reduction of logistics activities (or managing
of logistics demand).

ROUTE-TO-MARkET
We provide our clients with unparalleled access to end-consumers through taking ownership of product inventory and
providing integrated logistics and sales services – including
merchandising and demand activation services.

Logistics group to optimise our solutions to chemical and energy

next-day delivery of packaged hazardous goods from five dan-

clients and we adhere to the most stringent health, safety, securi-

gerous goods warehouses with a total storage capacity of approx.

ty and environmental (HSSE) practices.

110,000 pallets. With this network, Imperial Logistics is able to offer
storage and distribution for almost every class of hazardous goods

High-tech chemical warehousing

in the Benelux region.

Imperial Logistics has made substantial investments in high-tech
dangerous goods warehousing, to meet the needs of clients in

Those customers, for whom proximity to the mainports of Rot-

the chemicals industry. In Europe, we have 20 dangerous goods

terdam and Antwerp is vitally important, the business location in

warehouse sites offering storage capacity for more than 342 000

Rotterdam and Roosendaal will be beneficial. In addition to our ex-

pallets. Our dangerous goods warehouses feature temperature

pertise in forwarding of hazardous goods, our services value-add

control and the latest safety-enhancing technology.

services like labelling, repackaging, constructing display stands,
IBC pump-off at customers’ premises or the return and disposal of

Benelux countries

packaging materials are all part of the daily operations – support-

In the Benelux countries Imperial Logistics provides access to a dis-

ed by innovative IT solutions.

tribution network, which extends throughout the Benelux countries and into the neighbouring regions of northern France and

Curious how your business can benefit from our expertise

Germany. Our fleet of specialised distribution vehicles, enables

and experience?

The founders from 10 years ago.
When it concerns changes regarding the subject of hazardous substances and safety, I’ve seen that interest in
the subject has increased dramatically. The knowledge
of all parties involved in the chain has been strongly
improved by pooling knowledge and expertise.
More and more clients also take responsibility and
choose to work with the specialists for storage and
transport of hazardous substances. Because this knowledge keeps increasing, more and more tasks of the clients can be taken over by the specialists and the added value of safety keeps increasing, which guarantees
continuity and can justify the huge investments.

Floris Rhemrev
What led us to found the association was the fact that
the existing branch representatives didn’t fit our business. The representatives of the chemical industry
are mainly focused on the process industry and large
chemical companies and the logistics branch is too
broadly orientated and misses the specific knowledge
regarding the storage and handling of hazardous substances. By setting up a specific association, our interests are represented in a much better way.

The association needs to continue the determined
course, sharing of knowledge, representing the branch
to the government and creating a network of specialists. You stand strong together and don’t have to invent
the wheel all on your own. The ultimate goal to me
would be to develop a standard safety management
system that can be used by the entire branch, based on
the needs of the government and the companies.
This way, trends and developments regarding safety
can be better monitored across the entire branch and
measures can be employed more effectively because
companies can be compared.

I was involved in the management of VNCW for the
first three years. At the time, the branch was working to catch up regarding the chemical industry and
a growing number of informally designed companies became more formal. This development could
be seen at the companies and the government services and this professionalization has been extended
throughout.

VNCW
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J. Wildeman Storage & Logistics is a logistics company
which specializes in storing pallets with hazardous and
non-hazardous (waste) substances and performing additional logistic activities such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Repacking (hazardous) substances from large to small and
from small to large packages
Filling of (hazardous) liquids from large to small packages
Provide logistics personnel
Take care of (inter) national transport
Rental of container chassis, tank containers and sea containers
Takeover the logistic activities at the customer’s location
Investing in logistic installations such as filling and packaging
lines, storage tanks and the such

For the storage of both hazardous and non-hazardous substances, J. Wildeman Storage & Logistics has an isolated warehouse of
3,000 m² located at the Chemical Park Delfzijl. There is a loading
dock for efficient loading and unloading of trucks. And for any
extinguishment an automatic CO2 extinguishing installation has
been installed. For the storage of hazardous substances, and in
particular aerosol cans, J. Wildeman Storage & Logistics has access

to an isolated warehouse in Hoogezand with a storage capacity
of approximately 3,200 pallets, divided into two compartments.
Besides hazardous substances, non-hazardous substances can
also be stored with a maximum capacity of approximately 25,000
pallets. Using a Warehouse Management System (WMS), all stocks
and transactions can be viewed online, with the possibility of
linking this information to, for example, SAP.
J. Wildeman Storage & Logistics also has a container terminal on
the west side of the warehouse with an area of approximately
10,000 m². Companies at and around the Chemical Park use
(tank) containers for both their raw materials and end products.
J. Wildeman Storage & Logistics offers storage for (tank) containers to reduce transport costs, time and risk. For the handling
a reach stacker is purchased that can lift both empty and full
containers and for transport we have a terminal tractor.
J. Wildeman Storage & Logistics is ISO 9001:2015 and ISO
14001:2015 certified and the storage warehouse and container
terminal fully complies with the PGS-15 2016 version.

More information? www.wildeman-sl.nl

Program Veiligheid Voorop
Safety and connection
‘Safety is the most essential need in the
Maslow pyramid. I truly see it as a basic
need. I’ve gained 25 years of experience at Marsh (insurance broker and
risk management) and am therefore
well-traveled in the risk spectrum. Every time, I noticed that safety in a company and its culture are directly tied to
one another. The corporate culture is largely decided by the people pushing the buttons
and this is why I see safety more as a connection issue rather than a technical one. The technical side of safety
is your license to operate precisely in order to safeguard the
emotional or psychological side.’

Peter-Paul Leutscher

Veiligheid Voorop is the program by the
joint branch associations in the chemical
chain within the Netherlands. You are newly drawn to it. What message drew you?
Very simple: make the subject ‘sexy’! Ensure that everyone feels involved with
and drawn to the subject. Safety as a
theme and concept has to be lived; not
as an abstract concept but a shared notion. There will always be danger and
that makes safety a relevant and lively
topic. Discussing with each other, learning from one another, working together
to create effective solutions to collectively work on a society where risk offers
a chance for growth and development.
Safety as a result of mutual trust.
What is the success the program has
achieved?

Structure and meaning
‘I look at the chemical industry from a
different background: I’m an historian
and philosopher with a special interest in human cognition and identity
issues. In the past, I’ve worked for the
government and at the Nederlandse
Academie voor Risicomanagement
(Dutch Academy for Risk Management),
which is how I got to know Peter-Paul. In
that vein, I conducted research as to the risk
factors of dishonest behavior. Behavior and culture are decisive factors in this. A culture of addressing people where a ‘mistake’ can be seen as an opportunity to learn.’

Anne Verbeeck

‘The success of the program lies in the
shared process. The goal is collective
awareness and the behavior that manifests as a result. An integral infrastructure
is necessary for an effective connection.
That network is founded on mainlines, but
now we really need to take off! Personally,
I’m very charmed by the concept of Just
Culture – where the first step is to create a
common context in which falling down is
necessary to understand what it means to
stand up. A rewarding challenge.’

What are the cornerstones Veiligheid
Voorop should be focused on, according
to you?
The program named 4 cornerstones,
namely involved leadership, (facilitating)
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Veiligheid Voorop is a collaboration of branch associations in the dutch chemical chain to promote a good
safety structure at companies that work with hazardous substances. Veiligheid Voorop focuses on four
themes (cornerstones) to further improve the safety structure and achievements within the bRZO companies: involved leadership, Safety in the chain, Excellent safety management systems and regional safety
networks. The branch association VNCW belongs to the core branches and chairman Luciën govaert from
the association is also a board member of the Veiligheid Voorop foundation. daily leadership has recently
passed to Peter-Paul Leutscher and Anne Verbeeck.

exchange of knowledge, safety networks
and safety in the chain. These of course
haven’t been chosen randomly; they’re
the themes we’ll work on intensely for
now. Additionally, and this is not an extra cornerstone but is something we explicitly want to emphasize, the integral
connection between the different points
of attention. What exactly does involved
leadership mean in a production chain?
Or as part of a network? Exchanging
knowledge isn’t so much a platform of
‘nice solutions’ as it is an arena to share
what went wrong. Safety begins by the
grace of effective collaboration; mutual
trust and mutual responsibility are essential in that regard. For now, our efforts
will mainly be directed towards increasing that awareness.
What are your ambitions in that regard?
‘Our ambitions? Building on top of the
foundations that are already there. Make
the implicitly available knowledge and
experience explicit. The program facilitates and catalyzes collective awareness.
Making knowledge available and making
connections. Additionally, apply a strategic focus in the activities: don’t do a hundred things at once, but do 5 things well.’

How important are logistics within the
chemical chain according to you?
Just like the production and storage, logistics are a crucial link in the chemical
chain. The word itself makes that obvious
already: it involves a ‘chain’ – succession
of activities that wouldn’t exist without
contingent logistics. It’s that simple.

How safe do you think the Netherlands are?
That question suggests that safety can be
measured objectively; this is not the case.
If there is one thing we’d like to add, it’s
making clear that experiencing safety is
subjective. Safety isn’t an absolute, but a
relative belief. Insight and understanding
have a positive effect on feeling safe. The
moment I’m aware of what’s going on,
what the dangers are, I can keep those in
mind. I can take appropriate measures to
avert danger or reduce it. And from that
conviction we are convinced the Netherlands keeps getting safer. The program
contributes to this.

TOTAL PROVIDER OF
CHEMICAL WAREHOUSES

DC VAT Logistics III





Rokus Maasvlakte III
B.V.O. ± 20.000 m 2
Extinguishing system: sprinkler & LPCO 2
Status: in progress

DC Gondrand Traffic





WDP
B.V.O. ± 18.000 m 2
Extinguishing system: sprinkler & LPCO 2
Status: in progress

DC Marine Care





Marine Care B.V.
B.V.O. ± 3.750 m 2
Extinguishing system: LPCO 2
Status: delivered

DC Dudok Maasvlakte





Dudok Groep
B.V.O. ± 20.000 m 2
Extinguishing system: LPCO 2
Status: delivered

Total unburdening in turnkey corporate housing solutions

DC Diffutherm





Beheersmaatschappij Diffutherm
B.V.O. ± 18.500 m 2
Extinguishing system: sprinkler
Status: delivered

DC Neele-Vat Logistics





NeVa Logistics
B.V.O. ± 14.500 m 2
Extinguishing system: LPCO 2
Status: delivered

DC Versteijnen Logistics





DC VAT Logistics





R+R Rotterdam
B.V.O. ± 25.750 m 2
Extinguishing system: sprinkler
Status: delivered

Kranenberg 1
5047 TR Tilburg



William Holvoet
T +31 (0)6 - 52 41 37 50
Raymond van Delden T +31 (0)6 - 14 23 06 62
Pieter Remmers
T +31 (0)6 - 27 05 89 18

Versteijnen Logistics
B.V.O. ± 6.000 m 2
Extinguishing system: Hi-ex foam admixture
Status: delivered
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Hi-Safe
T +31(0)78 617 17 44
E info@hisafe.nl
I www.hisafe.nl

Part of

About Hi-Safe

Arn van der Vorst
General Manager
Mepavex

Hi-Safe gas extinguishing
solution secures Europe’s
safest PGS15 warehouse

“Hi-Safe has extensive experience in advising,
drafting the Schedule of Requirements (PvE),
designing and supplying extinguishing and
explosion suppression solutions” says Juri
de Poorter, salesmanager at Hi-Safe. “Our
service department is available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.” Juri continues “Hi-Safe is VCA*,
ISO9001
ISO9001
andand
a CIBV
a CIBV
certified
certified
extinguishing
extinguishing
gasgas
ISO9001 and a CIBV certified extinguishing gas
installation and maintenance company. Furthermore,
more,
Hi-Safe
Hi-Safe
is aisCCV-recognized
a CCV-recognized
fire fire
detection
detection
more, Hi-Safe is a CCV-recognized fire detection
andand
maintenance
maintenance
company
company
for fire
for fire
extinguishers
extinguishers
and maintenance company for fire extinguishers
REOB (sub-area A).”
Hi-Safe
Hi-Safe
hashas
been
been
active
active
in the
in the
fire fire
prevention
prevention
Hi-Safe has been active in the fire prevention
branch for almost 90 years safeguarding
business
business
continuity
continuity
by limiting
by limiting
(fire)(fire)
damage
damage
to to
business continuity by limiting (fire) damage to
company
company
assets
assets
by providing
by providing
solutions
solutions
for fire
for fire
company assets by providing solutions for fire
extinguishing and explosion suppression.

On the shoulders of Mepavex’ general manager Arn van der Vorst lies a
considerable responsibility. With thousand tons of hazardous substances
stored, he must guarantee safety in his warehouses. In a brand new
PGS15 warehouse, Hi-Safe has realized an extensive gas extinguishing
installation. The project has been so well received that, from this point
on, Mepavex always opts for Hi-Safe gas extinguishing solutions.

Safest PGS15 warehouse in Europe
At the end of 2017, Mepavex Logistics, part of the Meeus Group,
commissioned the PGS15 warehouse of 20,000 m². “We set higher
safety requirements than the Dutch and European law dictates. We
have not made any, according to the law possible, concessions to
fire fire
safety“
safety“
VanVan
derder
Vorst
Vorst
says.
says.
“We“We
nownow
have
have
the the
bestbest
andand
safest
safest
fire safety“ Van der Vorst says. “We now have the best and safest
PGS15 warehouse in Europe.”

Only Hi-Safe gas extinguishing solutions
Hi-Safe came into the picture as a safety partner in the preparations
for the new building. “Hertek and Hi-Safe have a good reputation in
the market. Due to working conditions and the size of the building,
we opted for a gas mixture (50% NO2 and 50% Argon) instead of CO2.
Both gas substances are lethal because they displace oxygen but the
gas mixture is lighter and therefore offers more crucial flight time”
according the general manager.

Juri de Poorter
Salesmanager
Hi-Safe

Safe feeling
“If I had to name one thing we haven’t had any
problems with, it would be the gas-extinguishing
installation. It has never had any malfunctions,
which is unique for a new installation with
36 separate controls. It provides a safe feeling.”
says an enthusiastic Van der Vorst.
It isItMepavex’s
is Mepavex’s
firstfirst
experience
experience
withwith
extinguishing
extinguishing
It is Mepavex’s first experience with extinguishing
gas.gas.
We We
are are
so satisfied
so satisfied
that,that,
from
from
nownow
on, on,
we we
gas. We are so satisfied that, from now on, we
will always opt for Hi-Safe gas extinguishing
solutions.”

Always a safe idea.

There is a need for uniformity in
European rules for chemical storage
The storage of hazardous substances within Europe is regulated per country. Each
country has its own set of rules that can be very different to the views of neighboring
countries. For companies, this chaotic web of complex regulation is very restrictive
in terms of the possibilities and the desire to expand into other European countries.
There is a need for European unity; a standard to be established first, to which European countries can adapt their national standards moving forward.
If we look at the primary layer when it comes to hazardous substances then there is a reasonable level of unity:
namely the packaging, which is in accordance with the
ADR. However, all subsequent shells differ per country.
Primarily, the structure of the storage building is the
next layer and here we see huge differences in each
country. In England and Wales, we look to the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 and in Scotland it’s
the Fire (Scotland) Act 2005. Building regulations specify
standards for fire safety and resistance, for construction.
Even here, Scotland has other rules in place compared to
England and Wales.
Where a regulation comes from is also, if at all locally,
is very different per country. In Belgium, the regulations
that aim to prevent and reduce pollution, environmental pollution and safety risks of companies are governed
by a regional body in the Western part of the country.
In Flanders, such rules are included in the Flemish regulations concerning the environmental permit (VLAREM).
VLAREM is the Flemish counterpart to the Dutch General Environmental Law Act. With regard to the storage
of dangerous substances, you’ll find the sectoral condi-

tions in VLAREM II Department 5.17.4. (“Dangerous solid
and liquid materials”). This includes rules on the minimum conditions required and separation distance rules
between different categories of dangerous substances.
In the context of an environmental permit application
for a warehouse containing hazardous substances, advice must finally be requested from the local fire services.
Sometimes the local fire service has very specific requirements with regard to the maximum area of the compartments, fire safety and prevention in construction elements and the type of fire-prevention system in place for
the dangerous substances that are being stored, which go
beyond the federal or regional requirements. In the Netherlands, the rules are primarily governed at national level.
Although a company must apply locally for a permit, the
national guideline PGS15 is the most important basis for
the storage of hazardous substances.
In addition to the differences in the requirements for
the construction storage facilities, there are also differences in requirements surrounding fire prevention,
between the large European countries. And that also
leads to significant differences in cost structure be-
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tween countries. International expert in the storage of
hazardous substances, Luciën Govaert says: ‘The Netherlands has a fairly clear framework indicating when a
fire-extinguishing installation is required. A few years
ago, I was in Berlin for work and I asked a firefighter if automatic fire extinguishers were required for the storage
of pallets containing aerosols and light-inflammable liquids. He was astonished; “But if there is a fire I will come!”
In a tone which led me to believe he was worried his job
would be replaced by an automatic extinguishing system. Storage without a fire-extinguishing installation
would be unthinkable in the Netherlands. Each has its
own rules and bodies that determine the rules.’
In the Belgian KB dated 1 March 2009 (Appendix 6) there
are limitations in terms of the space allowed for the compartments in relation to the fire safety of construction
elements and the presence of a fire-extinguishing system. In this context, the advice of the local fire services,
in terms of a permit application, determines whether or
not there should be any further reinforcement in place
with a certain type of fire-extinguishing installation.
Not only the construction and the fire safety regulations differ drastically on the international front. Technical requirements also vary per country, but these
aren’t always unbridgeable. In the Netherlands, a
storage facility must be constructed in a way that prevents leakage or spillage of hazardous liquids. Therefore, a storage facility must have a storage capacity of
at least 110 % of the content of the largest packaging,
yet (if that’s more) at least 10 % of the total content
of the packaging added together. Also in England, it
has also been determined that, in order to prevent
spilled chemicals in storage facilities from leaking, an
impenetrable sill or a low containment system can be
installed. This must have a volume of at least 110% of
the capacity of the biggest container, except, and this

is where it deviates, in the case of oil storage, when
25% of the total volume must be used.
There are also many organizational differences between European countries. But they are not all equally
significant and surely solvable in the shape of a European directive. For example, no clear requirements are
given in the Dutch storage directive PGS15 for separation of substances. The general rule is: ‘dangerous substances and CMR substances that can have dangerous
reactions in strong increase of temperature or pressure,
or where gases can arise that are more toxic or flammable on the basis of one of the substances can be
expected, should be stored separately from each other
(with the exception of LQ).’ A table in the annexes in
the back gives no further explanation. In England and
Germany there are clear dividing tables. In the UK the
separation distance between goods is at least 3 meters,
while in Netherlands it’s 3.5 meters.
Some issues in storage of dangerous substances have
certainly already been met with regulated standards.
European standard safety regulation EN 14470-1 was
implemented in April 2004 for the storage of substances in storage cabinets and, since then, has been
published as the national standard in many European
countries including France, Spain, Netherlands, United
Kingdom, Italy etc.
However, there is a need for more European and international unity in the field of storage of dangerous
substances. And not only for small-scale storage such
as fire safety cabinets, but also for warehouses. Meanwhile there is an initiative for an International Association (IAW has this objective in mind). However, more
support is needed and international policy makers are
asked to support and advocate this policy.
Article by: SafetyNet Europe/M-Tech
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SAFETyNET STORES
ffen.EU.eu
GevaarlijkeSto
www.gevaarlijkestoffen
ADR kit € 87,-

GevaarlijkeStoffen-Shop
www.g
evaarlijkestoffen-shop.be

Labels (1000) € 29,45,-

Gefahrgut-Kaufen
www.gefahrgut-kaufen.de
IMDG Code € 195,-

WE CAN:
01

Take care of all
your logistics
requirements
from origin till
delivered at your
plant or/and at
your customer’s
plant, incl. all the
documentation
and customs
clearance

02
03

Act as your fiscal
representative for
the VAT in Europe
Handle your
whole administration like f.e.
order entry and
preparation in
your software,
make trade invoices and communicate with
your customers

The result of this is that you can spend all your time and attention to marketing
and sales and grow your business in Europe without any logistics intervention.
Please let us discuss your future plans and contact us today.
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Allround
Allround Cargo Handling B.V. is a family
owned company with over 40 years of
logistics experience in the chemical industry, and close to the container terminals of Rotterdam. We have the disposal
of more than 180.000 sq. ft. modern
warehouse space with rack and floor
storage. Our facility is divided in separated warehouses for hazardous (PGS-15)
and non hazardous chemicals.
Currently we have a license to store
the following hazardous classes:
2.1
3
4.1, 4.2, 4.3 Pg I, II & III
5.1
6.1 Pg I, II & III
8
9

• 3pl logistics service provider
• Modern 180.000 sq ft bonded warehouses in Ridderkerk, Rotterdam,
Rotterdam Airport and Amsterdam
Airport
• Special seperate dangerous goods
warehouse (pgs 15)
• Secured webbased stockmanagement
• Inhouse customs brokers
• Warehousing, forwarding, shipping
airfreight & distribution
• Value added services, f.e. (re)packaging
• Customer services/vat representation

Allround Cargo Handling bv
Ridderhaven 10
2984 BT Ridderkerk
The Netherlands
Mr. Edwin Roos (edwin@achbv.nl)
Mr. Davis de Vries (davis@achbv.nl)
Phone:
+31 (0) 180 485700
Fax:
+31 (0) 180 485710
Website: www.allroundcargohandling.nl

SGS
EMERGENCY
RESPONSE
ROUND THE CLOCK ASSISTANCE WHEN YOUR
CHEMICALS ARE INVOLVED

24/7/365 EMERGENCY HOTLINE

+32 (0)3 575 03 30
SGS Emergency Response has intervention teams and equipment (packaging, absorption and safety material, pumps, vans, trucks,
measuring equipment) serving the Benelux and adjacent areas. With the highest safety and quality standards we guarentee quality,
safety, cost-efficiency and conformity with local regulations.
We offer support with (inter)national chemical logistic incidents, in accordance with the CEFIC Responsible Care guidelines. SGS
Emergency Response is active on-site in warehouses, terminals, airports and port areas, public road and highways.
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Request for participation in our survey
IACW – An international association.
This year The Dutch Association for chemical logistics
will be 10 years old. A period in which the association
grew to become an important partner in the chemical
logistics chain. The number of members also grew for 10
consecutive years. The interests of the individual members were strongly encouraged in this. The Association,
however, sees more and more developments at an in-

ternational level. For example, Seveso, fire safety, safety
requirements for fire-extinguishing systems, occupational health & safety, GHS, Reach etc. This was behind
the idea for an International Association for chemical
storage. Before this, we first want to carry out extensive
research into the need for such an association and see
who wants to work on the development of it.

Go to the following survey and join: https://iacw.info/survey-iacw/

Chemicalstorage-OK – International quality mark.
As a Dutch Association for storage facilities, the VNCW
supports a new label that is currently being rolled out.
Would you like to have your storage facilities certified in

the future (no obligation) or issue certifications in your
country (no obligation)?

Go to the following survey and join: http://chemicalstorage-ok.org/

VNCW

Safety is in our DNA
At DENIOS we offer our clients more than just a good product. It is our aim to prevent
the catastrophic consequences of incorrectly stored and handled hazardous materials.
We design, manufacture and supply a comprehensive range of products related to
hazardous materials storage, environmental protection and health and safety at work.
We are proud to say that this ever-growing product range helps to protect workers,
the environment and your product in every corner of the world.
Contact us for the right advice or visit our showroom.
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Environmental protection
and work safety with
containment solutions
WWW.DENIOS.COM

1

3

8

Heating systems for hazardous substances

Air technology

9

Absorbents and flood barriers

11

Static electricity and grounding

7

6

Handling of fluids and packaging

10

Industrial cleaning and disposal equipment

12

Emergency showers & eye wash stations

14

4

Drum handling

Chemical safety cabinets

5

Spill trays and containment shelving
& pallet racking systems

Hazardous Material Storage Containers

Gas cylinder storage and handling

Work safety accessories and equipment

13

Service and maintenance

15

DENIOS Benelux • Christiaan Huijgensweg 4 • 2408 AJ Alphen aan den Rijn - the Netherlands •

+31 172 - 50 64 66 • info@denios.nl

ACCELERATING VALUE!
For the last 75 years, the family owned company De Rijke
has been offering logistic services to its customer base.
A customer base that is now predominantly built around
the (petro) chemical industry. Initially things started off
with moving agricultural products from A to B within the
Netherlands, but soon the portfolio expanded to offering
other related logistic services, such as freight forwarding,
warehousing and value added logistics and at the same
time the geographical coverage also grew. Today, the De
Rijke Group is combining the capabilities of its own fleet
of 600 trucks and a network of 20 facilities in 6 different
European countries with the capabilities of a selection of
best-in-class partners.
The Group employs 1,200 members of staff in Europe and
another 800 outside Europe: In 2006 De Rijke has broke
new ground and became active in the Middle-East. The
establishment of joint-venture Almajdouie de Rijke, combined with the rapid expansion of an agency network has
resulted in the ability of offering integrated supply chain
solutions on a pan-European, or even Global scale. It goes
without saying that integrated, tailored ICT solutions are
available in order to facilitate highly optimized processes.
The next exciting steps are being prepared related to electronic data interchanging and data management throughout the entire supply chain, involving robotics.

Acting as a specialist partner for the chemical industry is
an integral part in the DNA of the company: All activities
of the De Rijke Group are for instance ISO 9000-2015 and
SQAS assessed. Relevant parts are furthermore AEO certified. The Group has signed the Responsible Care charter
and has a documented program in place, underlining the
embedded continuous improvement philosophy.
In Belgium our warehousing activities focus on the
storage and handling of solids such as polymers. In the
Rotterdam region of The Netherlands, our 2 shared-user
warehousing sites are to be recognized as so called BRZO/
PGS-15 locations, equipped and permitted to handle and
store chemicals, including a wide range of dangerous
substances. Next to the fit-for-purpose facilities and procedures, a well trained and highly motivated team of staff
are on hand to deliver the De Rijke quality promise. Obviously, all in a safe, reliable, timely and flexible manner.
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At our warehouse locations there are fully automatic (and
certified) fire fighting systems in all storage compartments.
Containment, product segregation and highly fire resistant
(concrete) structures are also vital lines of defense related to
our warehousing activities. We are offering a concept where
Sprinkler, Deluge or Hi-Ex inside air fire fighting systems are
available, allowing safe storage of a wide range of products,
varying from IMO/ADR classes 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, various CMR
substances to non-restricted chemicals, at one centralized
45,000m2 covered storage location: Strategic stocks are stored
in a sustainable and secured environment, often allowing customers to save on their storage/in-transit insurance premiums.
Temperature controlled and/or storage in bonded warehouses
is being offered as well.
Our ability to provide value added services such as kitting,
co-packing, palletizing, wrapping, (VGM) weighing, labelling
and (re)packaging/blending is often regarded by our customers as an important add-on. We have for instance 8 automatic
filling lines available, capable of filling plastic and steel drums
(216 – 250 ltr drums) and various types of IBC’s. These packaging materials can be obtained via De Rijke as well. Product
sampling and sample analysis services are being provided optionally. A range of label printing systems is available in order
to fulfil all sorts of labelling requests, incl. GHS-labeling.
State of the art, fast filling lines are available in order to facilitate reduced residual times of road tankers or tank containers
at our site. Product heating, filtering and product transfer/

blanketing with nitrogen are all possible. On-site shunting and
shunting of containers to and from the adjacent barge terminal can be facilitated as well.
Transportation services related to product supply, packaging
& warehousing activities, administrative support (incl. fiscal
representation and customs brokerage), container trucking,
freight forwarding or pan-European road transportation
services can all be offered as part of an integrated supply chain
solution. Our geographical location – in the Rotterdam port
area – usually results in a competitive advantage. Plans are
under development to further expand our capabilities in the
Rotterdam region.
We aim at being regarded as primary logistic services provider
by our customers: While our customers focus on their core activities (production/sales of chemical products), we will provide
them with our strongest support related to managing a safe,
reliable, highly efficient but at the same time dynamic and
innovative supply chain set-up. A set-up that should enable a
successful growth of their business: Accelerating value !
De Rijke Group
P.O. Box 18
3200 AA Spijkenisse
Malledijk 7
3208 LA Spijkenisse
T +31880454100

E-learning
Awareness Dangerous-Goods
Get your Certificate Awareness dangerous goods
http://www.dangerous-goods.org - (Course in English)
http://www.gevaarlijke-stoffen.eu - (Course in Dutch)
https://kurs-materiaw-niebezpiecznych.pl – (Course in Polish)

E-learning
Guideline PGS15
The Dutch storage Guideline (Course in English and Dutch)
https://www.pgs15.training
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Become member of our Dutch association
or ask for more information at:

www.vncw.nl

VNCW

The Dutch Association for Chemical Logistics

For more information visit:

www.vncw.nl
www.iacw.info
VNCW

The Netherlands

Postbox 4070

www.vncw.nl

6803 EB Arnhem

Info@vncw.nl
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